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Instructions  to  persons  traveling  through 
Yellowstone  National  Park. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR, 

Office  of  Siiperintendent  of  the  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

Mammoth  Hot  Speings,  Wyo..  June  20^  1897. 

The  following  Instructions  for  the  information  and  guidance 
of  parties  traveling  through  the  Yellowstone  Park,  having 
received  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  are  pub- 
lished for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned: 

(1)  FiEES. — The  greatest  care  must  be  exercised  to  insure 
the  comi)lete  extinction  of  all  camp  fires  before  they  are  aban- 
doned. All  ashes  and  unburned  bits  of  wood  must,  when  prac- 
ticable, be  thoroughly  soaked  with  water.  "Where  fires  are 
built  in  the  neighborhood  of  decayed  logs,  particular  attention 
must  be  directed  to  the  extinguishment  of  fires  in  the  decaying 
mold.  Such  material  frequently  smolders  for  days  and  then 
breaks  out  into  dangerous  conflagration.  Fire  may  also  be 
extinguished  where  water  is  not  available  by  a  complete  cov- 
ering of  earth,  well  packed  down. 

(2)  Camps. — No  camp  will  be  made  at  a  less  distance  than 
100  feet  from  any  traveled  road.  Blankets,  clothing,  ham- 
mocks, or  any  other  article  liable  to  frighten  teams  must  not 
be  hung  at  a  nearer  distance  than  this  to  the  road.  The  same 
rule  applies  to  temporary  stops,  such  as  for  feeding  horses  or 
for  taking  luncheon. 

Camp  grounds  must  be  thoroughly  cleaned  before  they  are 
abandoned,  and  such  articles  as  tin  cans,  bottles,  cast-off  cloth- 


ing,  and  other  debris  must  be  either  buried  or  taken  to  some 
place  where  they  will  not  oifend  the  sight. 

(3)  Bicycles. — Many  of  the  horses  driven  in  the  park  are 
unused  to  bicycles  and  liable  to  be  frightened  by  them.  The 
greatest  care  must,  therefore,  be  exercised  by  their  riders.  In 
meeting  teams,  riders  will  always  dismount  and  stand  at  the 
side  of  the  road — the  lower  side  if  the  meeting  be  on  a  grade. 
In  passing  teams  from  the  rear,  riders  will  ring  their  bell  as 
a  warning  and  inquire  of  the  driver  if  they  may  pass.  If  it 
appear  from  the  answer  that  the  team  is  liable  to  be  frightened, 
they  may  ask  the  driver  to  halt  his  team  and  allow  them  to 
dismount  and  walk  past. 

Riders  of  bicycles  are  responsible  for  all  damages  caused  by 
failure  to  properly  observe  these  instructions. 

(4)  Fishing. — All  fish  less  than  six  inches  in  length  should 
at  once  be  returned  to  the  water  with  the  least  damage  possible 
to  the  fish.  No  fish  should  be  caught  in  excess  of  the  number 
needed  for  food. 

(5)  Dogs. — When  dogs  are  taken  through  the  park  they  must 
be  prevented  from  chasing  the  animals  and  birds  or  annoying 
passers-by.  To  this  end  they  must  be  carried  in  the  wagons  or 
led  behind  them  while  traveling,  and  kept  within  the  limits 
of  the  camps  when  halted.  Any  dog  found  at  large  in  disre- 
gard of  this  section  will  be  killed. 

(6)  Grazing  Animals. — Only  animals  actually  in  use  for 
purposes  of  transportation  through  the  park  can  be  grazed  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  camps.  They  will  not  be  allowed  to  run 
over  any  of  the  formations,  nor  near  to  any  of  the  geysers  or 
hot  springs;  neither  will  they  be  allowed  to  run  loose  in  the 
roads. 

(7)  Miscellaneous. — The  carving  or  writing  of  names  or 


other  things  on  any  of  the  mile  posts  or  sign  boards,  or  any  of 
the  seats,  railings,  or  other  structures,  or  on  the  trees,  will  not 
be  permitted. 

Persons  are  not  allowed  to  bathe  near  any  of  the  regularly 
traveled  roads  in  the  park  without  suitable  bathing  clothes. 

(8)  Willful  disregard  of  these  instructions  will  result  in  the 
ejection  of  the  offending  person  or  persons  from  the  park. 


Acting  Snpt.  of  the  Yellowstone  Natioyial  Park. 


